Cytologic features of cribriform-morular variant of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid: a case report.
While the histology of cribriform-morular variant of papillary thyroid carcinoma has been well documented, its appearance on cytologic smears has rarely been described given the rarity of this tumor. A 28-year-old woman had a neck lump for an unspecified duration for which she sought medical attention. She was previously well, and there was no significant family history of illness. Fine needle aspiration of the thyroid mass disclosed columnar cells with fine to granular chromatin and nucleargrooves associated with papillary fragments and acinar formation. Occasional groups of epithelial cells forming morules, previously unreported on cytology, were present. An excision specimen of the left thyroid nodule revealed morphologic features of cribriform-morular variant of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid. A diagnosis of cribriform-morular variant of papillary carcinoma of the thyroid could be established on fine needle aspiration cytology, prompting exclusion of familial adenomatous polyposis and distinguishing it from other, more aggressive variants of thyroid carcinoma, such as columnar cell carcinoma.